Controlled-release
fertilisers benefit
German growers

GERMAN potato growers are benefiting from a collaboration
between global specialty minerals and chemicals company, ICL,
and German fertiliser supplier Landhandel Peters which is allowing
controlled-release fertilisers to be produced at a new plant.

The new plant enables Landhandel Peters to produce crop-
specific fertiliser mixtures on site, on demand for potatoes and other
vegetable crops, while growers can receive customised solutions.

At the heart of this innovation is Agromaster - ICLs coated
fertiliser with controlled-release technology. Unlike traditional
fertilisers, Agromaster delivers nutrients gradually over time,
matching the uptake needs of the plant throughout its growth
cycle so growers need to fertilise less frequently and can reduce
treatments. It also helps to protect against nutrient losses through
leaching, volatilisation and denitrification.

The blendable Agromaster formulations used at the Winsen/
Luhe plant contain 35-60% coated nitrogen, depending on the
crops demands and the company says its slow, steady release
supports consistent crop growth even under unpredictable
weather conditions.
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Agrochemical and
agronomy business
acquired

AGROVISTA, a supplier of agronomy advice, seed, and crop protection
products, has completed its acquisition of independently-owned
agrochemical supply and agronomy business Zantra Holdings Ltd.
Managing Director of Zantra, Murray Mackay, said both businesses
understood the importance of independent in-house trials to support
product selection and advice and he believed this could be advanced by
working together.
Managing Director
of Agrovista UK, Chris
Clayton, added: “Zantra
is a business we have
long admired, and weve
witnessed the many years
of hard work that have gone
into building it into what
itis today. It is a perfect
fit for Agrovista, with very
little overlap with our core
business and geography.
The agronomy teams are

highly complementary”

Microbial product
rebranded following
improvements

AFTER three years of trials, Emerald Research Ltd (ERL) is
relaunching its microbial soil improver Consortium-Plus as
Symposium, a complementary mixture of many synergistic
beneficial microbes and organic biostimulants.

The decision has been taken following significant year-on-
year improvements to the original product first created in 2016.
The company says the rebrand will prevent confusion with other

microbial mixes with similar product names.

Managing Director of ERL, Simon Fox, said: “Following years

of successful trial results in the Transformative Reduced Input
Potatoes (TRIP) and other research projects, the microbial make-
up of our product has constantly evolved and proven itself to be
instrumental in delivering increasingly positive results. We have
taken the decision to rename it Symposium to reflect its collective
strength and that it is a fundamentally different product than it was
six or even three years ago.”

The full results of the TRIP trials in which Symposium has been
an essential element, will be available on the Emerald Research and
TRIP project stand at the British Potato Event on November 19th and
20th in Harrogate, along with the results from other TRIP partners.
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